
So one other another thing I, I wanna talk about, um we do a lot of work as I'm sure that you do
looking at gut health, looking at detoxing, looking at all of, looking at all that, and one of the
things that you talk about, Is how things like infections and toxicity and stress and lifestyle
play a major role in these diseases?

And I think we don't often  connect those dots. Obviously you and I do because that's the work
that we do, but I'd love for people to understand that if people come in and I, and, and they're
like, well, I don't, I don't have any GI problems, why are you doing a stool test on me? I'm like,
well, because we gotta look at your microbiome first.

Right? So can you talk a little bit about that? Cuz I, I think people need to hear it from someone
other than me all the time. . Right.

LEIGH: Well, all diseases probably have some infectious components. So look at, let's look
at worst case scenarios. So look at head and neck cancer. Over 50% is H P V, right? Epstein
Barr.

Epstein Barr is a major contributor to cancer. So there's lots of infections that are
contributors. Why? Because they drag the immune system. So we have bacterial infections,
we have viral infections, we have fungal infections, which are on the rise. Then we also have
parasites. And so those are the reason why those infections are so important cuz they drag the
immune system.

Why we have 'em? Well, people take antibiotics, people don't eat right.  People are under
stress. People are drinking chemicals and eating chemicals that change the microbiome.
Everything. Medicines change the microbiome, everything changes the microbiome. So
you've gotta work on that because why your intestinal gastrointestinal can.

Is what is going to feed every single organ in your system. And so if you don't take over the
microbiome, first and foremost, the rest of the system isn't going to work. And so, and then you,
so you just gotta clean everything. You gotta do a cleanse because if you don't do a cleanse of
some sort first, then because the bugs.

They eat off dead decaying material, whether it's parasites, whether it's yeast or anything. So
you've gotta do the cleanse so that you can effectively get rid of the yeast. Okay? And if
you look at cancer patients, 85% of them have. Yeast, candida, and people are always like
surprised. Oh wow. You know? And so, uh, so you have to get rid of it.

So we kind of, okay, first do the cleanse, then get rid of the candida, which usually takes a
couple of months. It's not something overnight. Sometimes we use medications to enhance
the natural things, but it's not something you're on forever. And then parasites, which you know,
people in the world do not believe in the United States, don't believe that parasites can exist.



Well, Parasites do exist in a lot of people. One, because we have a compromised GI system, so
they take home to it. I know because I personally had parasites myself and I really follow a
healthy existence. And then parasites are stealth organisms. And so and a lot of times we have
to implement, we try to do things naturally, but sometimes we have to use old anti parasitic
medications.

A lot of the parasite meds have been around forever and ever and ever, and so, so we may
have to use that, but. Infections are a huge, huge part of the system. And the problem is, is I
think with so many environmental things changing the microbiome, it makes us a
reservoir for a growing infection. and like you said nothing can outsmart what you're putting
and eating in your body.

Absolutely. You know, if you are not consciously living and thinking about how you're going
to nourish, strengthen, and heal your body with nutrition. You can't go forward, all right?
And so, and unfortunately there's the food that we're getting. If you're not buying organic, you're
not buying real food and you're not buying hormone-free all the, all the buzzwords of really clean
food.

And it's probably impossible to get completely clean food. Okay? So that's why unfortunately
you have to cleanse regularly because there's nothing perfect. Okay. You know, there's you just
try to do the best job you can, but probably what even trumps all of that is what is our, how
are we addressing stress and emotional attunement?

And, and we've gotta work on that. Probably number one. Because your body keeps score of
everything. All right? And, and so we, we have. . You know, I tell people's stress starts in the
head and ends in the body. and so, so we've got to really teach people how to emotionally.
Live their new life.

And that's not something that's turned around overnight because you're talking about years and
years and years of habits and thinking and so forth. And so we always believe on any patient to
do emotional work most of the time. So because the emotions can change the whole
gastrointestinal system, endocrine system, everything.

And so stress trumps a lot of things. And so we don't get people to be meditating, doing we, we
do special emotional work here. I mean, it, it's for everyone, everyone. It's, and it doesn't mean
you're a bad person, right? It just means that you need to go to that level of an emotional
attunement.

MERYL: Yes. And I love that. I love that phrase, emotional attunement. I mean, and it, and it is
so true. I always say what goes on in the mind is felt in the body. So again, right? Same thing. .
So, so it's so important, and that is the work that we do here as well. You know, I'm, I have
health coaches who work with me and understanding the psychology of the food that they're
doing.



We work with life coaches, right? Because that is such, if they can't get over those things that
are stressing them and that are complicating everything in their head, then their system is
gonna be just as complicated. So, it is so important. I mean, we could probably spend two
podcasts on that whole conversation.

So another question cuz then I kind of wanna switch it to some of the food part, but hormones,
let's talk about that because that is another so controversial in terms of do we do
bioidenticals, do we not do, are they, do they cause cancer? And I, and look, there's no
absolute on any of it, right?

Of course not. But what is your feeling on that in terms of the safety, the efficacy? Because we
know that that estrogen plays such a role, right? Especially for women. And I'm speaking about
that brain health, heart health, bone health, libido, mental, emotional health. Right. So

what's your take on on that whole hormone piece?

LEIGH: Well, hormones are my favorite thing in the whole world to fix.  And so I know a lot
about hormones because of my journey, number one. Number two, I'm at an age where I've
already gone through everything. Number three, I had infertility. Number four, I never had two
menstrual cycles in my life. And so when, so I was forced to learn about hormones very, very,
very early on.

And hormones are probably the most powerful, significant thing that you need to fix and
balance in your system, okay? And today because of endocrine disruptors and all the
chemicals, they're changing the hormones in almost every single person. So you think a 25 year
old can have good hormones? Well, in this day and time,  it's probably not happening.

Okay. So we can take, for example, a male that's 28, 30 years old and you check all their
hormones and probably 80% will have hormonal problems. So why does that matter so much?
Just like you said. Hormones are the natural chemical messengers in your body. They're
supposed to be there, so you're supposed to have good hormones.

All right, number one. Number two, how they affect the entire system. And probably the
biggest thing is the mental emotional. So if you don't have hormones, for example, a male, a 30
year old who doesn't have testosterone, they're gonna feel like a sloth. Well, that's not good for
them, and it's not good for society, right?

Right. So, So wait, so it's something you, you absolutely have to address and fix. And so, but
there's hundreds of hormones. The main system, so first of all, the hormones start from the
hypothalamic pituitary oxy. So the hypothalamus is the brains brain, and that stimulates down
to pituitary. And the pituitary makes stimulating hormones to stimulate the main systems in
the.



You have your thyroid, which is the battery to your body. So if you don't have a good thyroid,
the voltage of every single one of your cells is not working for you. Mm-hmm. . Then you have
your pancreas. Your pancreas is making insulin and glucagon. And if you have stress, if
your eating's not right, chemicals aren't.

If chemicals are in your body, you're, this system is not going to be working. Then you have the
adrenal systems, the adrenal or little glands that sit on top of your kidneys like little. , they
make over a hundred hormones while we have so much stress today. So that means mo a lot of
people are gonna have adrenal, unfortunately, uh imbalances.

And then in males you have testicles that make testosterone and women make. Estrogen,
progesterone, testosterone for your ovaries. And so we need to get this orchestra working
for all of us, okay? Because hormones determine how you think you feel. You move every
single minute of every single day.

So do hormones cause cancer? Absolutely not. They do not cause cancer. Okay. Do women
have estrogen dominance that maybe has to deal with because of environment or medicines
they're taking or whatever? Yes. That has to be addressed. Okay. Because there's estrogen
receptor-positive patients with breast cancer and other cancers. So, but a lot of it has to do, why
would your body be designed to self-destruct?

Right. Okay. So, it's because of the environment that we're living. , we have all these endocrine
hormonal disruptors. So that is probably causing this problem, this issue. All right? So if you
don't have hormones,  there goes your brain, your heart, your bones, your immune system, et
cetera.

Every single thing is hinged cuz hormones affect every single cell in your body. You have on
one of your cells, you have 30,000 receptor sites for everything, for hormones, for nutrition, for e
messages. Okay? So if you don't have the hormones, the cell can't work for you and take
care of you. Okay? So I think it's absolutely critical.

A hormonal workup should be part of every single person after 18 because of the world we're
living in. I remember, I'll tell you a story. Years ago, 25 years ago, I had this 19 year old come in,
the mother was my patient and this boy had an anxiety disorder. And I'm like, and you know, this
was serious. So anyway, I do, I've always been doing hormonal.

I mean forever. Okay. It's not something that I know it's a kind of buzzword for, but Right. I've
been doing it forever and ever and ever. Okay. And so anyway I did his testosterone, well, he
had a testosterone of an 80-year-old. Okay, well, course no wonder he can't function. Okay? So
if you restore hormonal harmony in each patient, You, the patient is going, their whole outlook
on life will change.

Okay. And so, uh, and I've lived it, so I've even had a pituitary transplant. So I know I had
delivered twins 28 years ago. . It was a complicated delivery. I went through shock to the



pituitary and then I went to doctors and doctors and doctors and doctors, and of course no one.
They look at you and then luckily I was a physician, they would've probably dismissed me.

Okay. Cuz they just think you're crazy or something. And so anyway, I, through lots of things I
figured out what was going on with me and I got a pituitary transplant. And so, and in 24 hours I
was like a brand new person. So I was like, so you must restore hypothalamic pituitary and the
whole cascade of hormones because they're going to determine.

how you think, how you feel, how you move, how you eat, like everything okay? Yep. So,
hormones are a huge, I would say probably one of the biggest things we're dealing with today
and not, you don't think about an old man or old woman. You gotta think about today we gotta
look at these young people.

Look at, look at all. I mean, I  am just absolutely, and I've been, I've been checking people for a
long time, so I know what's happening out there.

MERYL: Oh, I know. We see it. I mean, the young Yes.  People coming in, the, the women with
menstrual disorders, P C O S, all these imbalances. It's crazy. So, right.

LEIGH: but estrogen dominance is real. Yeah. And has to be addressed because that's the
opposite problem of low estrogen. Okay. And so we, I do things to not medically, I don't give
drugs to do that. But you, if you've gotta change the foundation of why this is occurring
and cleaning them out, and then maybe using things to change the way the estrogen is
metabolized due to external exposure.

MERYL: Absolutely. Absolutely. So I wanna take, thank you for that. Like I said, I mean, yeah,
we could probably do a million of that, but I love, yes, I love that conversation on hormones.
Maybe we'll get you back one of these days to talk a little bit more about that, cuz I definitely
have questions, but I want to flip it a little bit because one of the things that you also do on your
Instagram is you show the food you eat and you eat a traditional diet.

And I love it. I love it. I love it. So I would love for you to just take the little bit of time that we
have.  and talk about why you're doing that and, and addressing. I think the biggest part of that
is

people are like, oh my God, she's eating meat. What about heart disease? , right, right. What
about that cholesterol?

So why can you tell us a little bit about why are you following that diet and, and that there
really is good science to say, okay, well this stuff does not cause heart disease, or and that
cholesterol certainly is not the only, only issue here, but I'm gonna let you take it away from
there.



LEIGH: Right. Well, first of all people for thousands of years have been eating an ancestral
eating program. Okay? It wasn't until the last, I'd say 50, 70 years that people have changed
from an ancestral where people went and hunted. You know, people went and, but since we've
gotten and developed, processed foods, that's when disease has occurred.

Alright. Right, right. So, so if you look at the history of men over thousands of years, you look
right now, it's really the last 80 years where people have completely, they've gotten sick, heart
disease, increased, every disease has increased. Okay? So obviously what we're eating, cuz
that's the cornerstone of existence really is what are you putting in your mouth?

Food is information, it's. It's like a a QR code to turn on your body. Okay. So fats, good
fats, not bastardized fats. Okay, so good fats. You've got to, why? Because, okay, you have, I
talked about the cell. The cell wall is made up of fats and phosphorylcholine, so the fats.
Are the bricks of the wall and the futo choline is the cement.

So where, where would you get futo choline? Well, you get that from eating liver. You get that
from eating eggs. You get that from eating glassen. So that's why eggs need to be eaten. Liver
needs to be eaten periodically because you have natural source of futo choline, and then you
have essential fatty acids.

They're called essential because you have to have them, and fat is how you have long
lasting. So that's why people are hungry. They eat a bowl of cereal or a bagel for breakfast.
Their insulin goes up, okay, because the sugar is high. And then you crash and then you're
hungry again. So if you eat like that, you're gonna be starving in an hour and then you have this
constant rollercoaster and develop insulin resistance and or diabetes later on.

So, and then if you don't eat, protein means utmost importance. So you have to eat protein. So
what is protein? Good meat, chicken, not as much because of the omega sixes. And then
you've got lamb, and then you have Turkey, and then you have fish. But the problem with
fish, fish used to be great, but it's not great anymore because of the mercury and the
nanoplastics in the fish.

And now what I see, cuz we do heavy metals on almost every, the Mercury's high with people
who eat fish. Yeah, I love fish. It used to be a great protein. All right. But unfortunately it's all
intoxicated. And then people go, well, what if I buy wild caught? I go, unfortunately, even the
wild caught is, is contaminated.

So, and then you need to eat fruits and vegetables. You need to eat an array of fruits and
vegetables. And if you eat like that, you will notice that you good. And you feel balanced.
You're not like, you're not going through this day-to-day rollercoaster. You're hungry, you're this,
you're that. Right? So the more processed foods you eat, carbohydrates only give you a
spurt of energy.



But you can't, you've got to keep your, you've gotta keep your insulin glu on levels normal.
Okay? And you do that with eating. Fat, Protein and a mixture of fruits and vegetables cuz fruits
and vegetables, like fruits have a very high vibration. Vegetables are, are good. And it depends
though. You know, there are patients who have, um they, they have too much  oxalates, okay?

There's some people who can't eat vegetables because the oxalates now they can eat fruits, but
they have to watch. I have several patients who have very sensitive levels of oxalates and they
have to be very, very careful about their intake. You'll know how you eat determines on how
you feel. And your energy level.

Like I had a patient that I was seeing last night from Pennsylvania, and she said, oh my God,
she, I put her on a Candida diet. Well, the candida diet is just what I'm talking about. Okay.
Right, right. . And so she's like, oh my God, I feel so great on this eating. And then every patient
always tells you, oh, I don't have any more bloating anymore.

I'm not swollen anymore. I'm not this, I'm not that. So, and I always tell people like, there are
variations. Okay. And people, there are variations because some people say I feel best on a
vegetarian diet. Well, I tell people. If you eat vegetarian and you create a B12 deficiency, that's
probably not the best eating program.

Okay. So if you create a deficiency, you need to be very careful. But there's people that are
die-hard on the vegetarian. Eating way. Okay. And I tell people that if you create. A deficiency
and you're not, your muscles aren't growing, your energy's not fantastic then this is probably not
the best eating program.

So, but what I've found over all these years that I've been we've been telling people how to
eat for 37 years and it's not complicated. You need to stay away from anything with
chemicals and process and it has a complicated label. Okay, now I will. , there are some
food companies out there that are getting really creative with making some phenomenal
products.

Okay. So for the years they have, here in California, they always have that big food expo, right?
That you treat that big. It's vague, it's wonderful. It's incredible. And you there's so many creative
things that are, they've come out with. So you just have to know you have to, we have to live
Consciously.

All right. We have to know what we're eating, what we're putting in our body, how we're living
every single day. And I think people are unconscious in the world today because they're so
in with all these other distractions. But the first and foremost is how is your nest? What does
your nest look like?

How do you live every single day from your sleep to the water you drink, to the food you
eat, to the movement, to the thoughts. We need to think about let's create this conscious
living existence.



MERYL: Absolutely. Bingo right there, . That's amazing. Thank you. I wanna be conscious of
your time cuz I know you have to get ready to go see some patients

Right. And thank you so much for this conversation. I really appreciate all your knowledge and
your experience, your expertise. It's been amazing.

LEIGH: Well, thank you. It's been a privilege and honored to be here with you. And I just we
have to stick together because we've got to change more and more and more lives and awaken
them and educate them and inspire them to be the best version of themselves.

MERYL: Absolutely.

And and thank you for doing that every day, the work that you do, helping so many people. And I
hope to see you again sometime in the near future.

LEIGH: Okay, great. Thank you.
MERYL: All right. Take
care. This is your a Rebel nutritionist. Everybody. That was just, I'm gonna leave it there. I got
nothing else to say. Great conversation. So you make it a great day. This is your rebel
nutritionist signing off.


